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MEETALI JAIN (SBN 214237)
300 Lakeside Drive, Suite 1000

Oakland, California 94612-3534
Tel. (510) 763-9800

Fax (510) 835-1417

AJAI MATHEW (SBN 235505)
909 Guerrero Street

San Francisco, CA 94110

Tel. (415) 821-7798

Fax (510) 217-6847

APARNA RAJAGOPAL-DURBIN (SBN 218519)
723 Cascade Street

Lander, WY 82520

TEL: (307) 332-2215

Attorneys for Amici Curiae

AMBEDKAR CENTER FOR JUSTICE & PEACE
CAMPAIGN TO STOP FUNDING HATE
COALITION AGAINST COMMUNALISM

EKTA

FEDERATION OF TAMIL SANGAMS OF NORTH AMERICA

FRIENDS OF SOUTH ASIA

GURU RAVIDASS GURDWARAS OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO

HINDU AMERICAN FOUNDATION,
ARJUN BHAGAT, YASHWANT
VAISHNAYV, and RITA PATEL,

Petitioners/Plaintiffs,

V.

CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATION, and DOES 1-10,

Respondents/Defendants.

Case No. 06 CS 00386

DECLARATION OF UNIVERSITY
FACULTY & SCHOLARS IN SUPPORT
OF BRIEF OF AMICI CURIAE
AMBEDKAR CENTER FOR JUSTICE &
PEACE, CAMPAIGN TO STOP FUNDING
HATE, COALITION AGAINST
COMMUNALISM, EKTA, FEDERATION
OF TAMIL SANGAMS OF NORTH
AMERICA, FRIENDS OF SOUTH ASIA,
AND GURU RAVIDASS GURDWARAS OF
CALIFORNIA IN SUPPORT OF
DEFENDANT CALIFORNIA STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION’S OPPOSITION
TO PETITIONER’S MOTION FOR
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

DATE: April 21, 2006
TIME: 10:30 a.m.
DEPT: 19 (Hon. Patrick Marlette)
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We, the undersigned scholars of South Asia and its diasporas that instruct and conduct
research on South Asia, declare as follows:

1. We have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein, unless stated on
information and belief, and if called upon to testify to those facts we could and would
competently do so.

2. We are tenured and tenure-track faculty and research scholars at universities across
the United States and the world, including at California colleges and universities. Collectively,
we have expertise in historical and contemporary religious, social, economic, and political issues
about South Asia and South Asian diasporas.

3. As scholars of South Asia, we share concerns regarding textbook materials on
Hinduism and Indian history, and support curriculum that seeks to fairly represent multiple
cultures in the classroom. We contend that such curriculum must be accurate from a scholarly
perspective and mediated by the historical, anthropological, and sociological record, along with
the lived experience of diverse groups. While we may not completely agree with all of the
changes to the proposed textbooks approved by the California State Board of Education (SBE) on
March 8, 2006, we believe that the changes in the proposed textbooks are an important and
positive step in providing California school children with more accurate information on Hinduism

and Indian history than in the current textbooks, and, contrary to plaintiffs’ claim, are not

derogatory.

4. Many of us have previously written and expressed our concerns to the SBE, see
attached Exhibits A & B.

5. We wish the Court to note that the plaintiffs’ do not, indeed cannot, speak on

behalf of all Americans who are Hindus (numbering around one million), or for the global Hindu
community, with a membership of nearly 900 million individuals worldwide. The plaintiffs’
viewpoint presents a narrow, sectarian reading of Hinduism; moreover, the ideology represented
by their vision of India and Hinduism is demonstrably not shared by every member of the Indian-
American community, not to mention the larger global community of Hindus.

6. We object to plaintiffs’ claims concerning the representation of Hinduism on the
basis of four broad principles. In making these points, we draw upon, and refer the Court to,
Exhibit C, which is a true and correct copy of the South Asia Center Title VI Textbook
Committee report on the existing textbooks and the proposed editorial changes as submitted to the

SBE, and available on the website: http://southasiafaculty.net/catext/index.php. First, Hinduism,
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it is widely recognized by scholars and most practitioners alike, is constituted of diverse and
plural traditions, and consequently the religion cannot be reduced to a narrowly defined group of
texts and precepts. Many of the changes that plaintiffs seek will distort the distinctive character of
Hinduism by defining it exclusively as a monotheistic religion. Such a monolithic concept of
Hinduism, with Brahminical texts at its core, has been used extensively by Hindu supremacists in
recent years to delegitimize the various folk and syncretic traditions that give Hinduism its
vibrant, lived form. Second, Hinduism is an evolving tradition. To present Hinduism as formed in
the ancient period is misleading given the continual and ongoing transformation of Hindu
religious practice through its interaction with other religions including Buddhism, Christianity,
Islam, Jainism, and Sikhism, not to mention the vigorous debates among practitioners of the
Hindu faith itself. Moreover, principles we now associate with Hinduism such as “ahimsa” (non-
violence), while conceptually present in the early Upanishads, significantly draw from Buddhism
and Jainism that emerged as more egalitarian traditions in response to the caste hierarchies of
Hinduism. We believe that textbooks should enable students to discern both continuities and
changes in religious traditions from ancient times to the present. Third, Hinduism is implicated in
a complex system of social organization to which caste and gender hierarchies are integral. Social
relations in the ancient period should not be elided or romanticized since they have an important
bearing on how we understand South Asian society in subsequent historical periods. We note with
serious concern the attempts to eliminate references to groups historically exploited and
oppressed by the caste system, such as Adivasis (so-called “tribals™) and Dalits (formerly
“untouchable” groups). While we acknowledge that the textbooks do not adequately represent
some of the positive and enabling aspects of women’s roles in the Hindu tradition, we object to
the attempt to erase evidence of women's unequal treatment in ancient society in Vedic and other
texts. Finally, there is an overwhelming scholarly consensus that people speaking an Indo-
European language and known to history as Aryans came to India from elsewhere. Though there
is some debate over the specific nature of migration in the ancient period, reputable scholars are
convinced on the basis of linguistic and archaeological evidence that Indo-European language and
culture came into South Asia from outside.

7. The curriculum on Hinduism and Indian history as approved by the SBE
represents a sizeable improvement over the earlier texts in attempting to present responsible
scholarship that is sensitive to, and respectful of, religious and cultural difference. California

schoolchildren are poorly served by textbooks that present skewed and doctrinaire views of a
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major religion and ancient civilization, and the changes demanded by the plaintiffs will result in
the misrepresentation of the history of ancient India, and of the historical and contemporary
practice of Hinduism.

8. We certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that

the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this 18th day of April, 2006, at San Francisco, California.

Angana P. Chatterji
Associate Professor of Anthropology, California

Institute of Integral Studies
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Name Affiliation

1.

2.

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Itty Abraham, Research Fellow, East-West Center Washington
Frederique Apffel-Marglin, Professor of Anthropology, Smith College

Anjali Arondekar, Assistant Professor of Feminist Studies, University of California, Santa
Cruz

Catherine B. Asher, Associate Professor of Art History, University of Minnesota

Nina Asher, Associate Professor of Curriculum & Instruction and Women's & Gender
Studies, Louisiana State University

A. P. Balachandran, Joel Dorman Steele Professor of Physics, Syracuse University
X

Himani Bannerji, Associate Professor of Sociology, York University
Nilanjana Bhattacharjya, Instructor of Music, Colorado College

Pinaki Bose, Associate Professor of Economics, University of Memphis, Tennessee

. Purnima Bose, Associate Professor of English and History, and Director of Cultural

Studies, Indiana University, Bloomington
J. L. Brockington, Professor of Sanskrit, University of Edinburgh

Maya Chadda, Professor of Political Science, William Paterson University

Paula Chakravartty, Assistant Professor of Communication, University of Massachusetts,
Ambherst

Shefali Chandra, Assistant Professor of History, Gender & Women's Studies, University
of Illinois, Urbana Champaign

Sharad Chari, Lecturer in Human Geography, London School of Economics, and
Research Fellow, University of KwaZulu-Natal

Piya Chatterjee, Associate Professor of Women's Studies, University of California at
Riverside

18. Angana P. Chatterji, Associate Professor of Social and Cultural Anthropology, California
Institute of Integral Studies
19. X
20. Madhav Deshpande, Professor of Sanskrit, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
21. X
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22.

23.
24.

25.
26.
27.
28.

29.

30.
31.

32.
33.
34.

35.

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

41.

42.
43.

44,

Patricia Donegan, Professor of Linguistics, University of Hawai'i at Manoa
Caren Dreyer, Indology, Freie Universitaet, Berlin

Arindam Dutta, Blackall Associate Professor of Architectural History, Department of
Architecture, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Harry Falk, Professor of Indology, Freie Universitaet, Berlin
Steve Farmer, Independent scholar, Portola Valley
Lars Martin Fosse, Assistant Professor of Indology, University of Oslo

Bishnupriya Ghosh, Associate Professor of English, University of California, Santa
Barbara

Kaushik Ghosh, Instructor in Anthropology, University of Texas at Austin
Robert Goldman, Professor of Sanskrit, University of California, Berkeley

Stewart Gordon, Senior Research Scholar, Center for South Asian Studies, University of
Michigan

Paul Robert Greenough, Professor of History, University of lowa
Inderpal Grewal, Professor of Women’s Studies, University of California, Irvine
A. Griffiths, Professor of Sanskrit, Leiden University, Netherlands

Monisha Das Gupta, Assistant Professor of Ethnic Studies and Women's Studies,
University of Hawai'i at Manoa

Kathryn Hansen, Professor of Asian Studies, University of Texas at Austin

Linda Hess, Lecturer in Religious Studies, Stanford University

Robert A. Hueckstedt, Professor of Sanskrit, University of Virginia

Amir Hussain, Department of Religious Studies, California State University, Northridge

Stephanie W. Jamison (Watkins), Professor of Asian Languages and Cultures and Head,
Program in Indo-European Studies, University of California, Los Angeles

Dwijendra N. Jha, Professor Emeritus of History, Delhi University
Suvir Kaul, Professor of English, University of Pennsylvania

Jonathan Kenoyer, Professor of Archeology and Co-director of the Harappa Excavation
Project, University of Wisconsin, Madison

Nyla Ali Khan, Assistant Professor of English and Multicultural Studies, University of
Nebraska-Kearney
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45.

46.
47.
48.

49.
50.

51.

52.

53.

54.
55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

Rajesh Kochhar, Professor Emeritus, National Institute of Science, Technology and
Development Studies (Council of Scientific and Industrial Research), New Delhi

Satish Kolluri, Assistant Professor of Communication Studies, Pace University
Agnes Korn, Professor of Linguistics, Frankfurt University

Vinay Lal, Associate Professor of History & Asian American Studies, University of
California, Los Angeles

Brendan LaRocque, Visiting Assistant Professor of History, Macalester College

Robin J. Lewis, Associate Dean and Executive Director, Global Public Policy Network,
School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University

Ania Loomba, Catherine Bryson Professor of English and South Asian Studies, University
of Pennsylvania

David Ludden, Professor of History, University of Pennsylvania

Ritty Lukose, Assistant Professor of Foundations and Practices of Education, Graduate
School of Education, with appointments in Anthropology and The South Asia Center,
University of Pennsylvania

T. N. Madan, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, Jawaharlal Nehru University

Sunaina Maira, Associate Professor of Asian American Studies, University of California,
Davis

Purnima Mankekar, Associate Professor of Cultural and Social Anthropology, Stanford
University

Rebecca J. Manring, Assistant Professor of India Studies and Religious Studies, Indiana
University, Bloomington

Saloni Mathur, Assistant Professor of Art History, University of California, Los Angeles
Lise McKean, Deputy Director, Center for Impact Research

Richard Meadow, Senior Lecturer of Archeology and Co-director of the Harappa
Excavation Project, Harvard University

Monika Mehta, Assistant Professor of English, State University of New York,
Binghamton

Joan P. Mencher, Professor Emerita, University Center and Lehman College, The City
University of New York

Christi Merrill, Assistant Professor of Asian Languages and Cultures and Comparative
Literature, University of Michigan

Ali Mir, Associate Professor of Business, William Paterson University
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65.

66.
67.

68.
69.

70.

71.

72.
73.
74.
75.

76.
77.
78.

79.
80.

81.
82.
&3.
&4.
85.

86.

87

Raza Mir, Associate Professor of Strategic Management, Cotsakos College of Business,
William Paterson University

Chandra Talpade Mohanty, Professor of Women's Studies, Syracuse University

Radhika Mongia, Assistant Professor of Feminist Studies, University of California, Santa
Cruz

Sujata Moorti, Chair of Women's and Gender Studies, Middlebury College

Aamir Mufti, Associate Professor of Comparative Literature, University of California, Los
Angeles

Rafique Mughal, Former Director General of Archeology, Pakistan, & Professor of
Archeology, Boston University

Supriya Mukherjee, Instructor of Contemporary History, University of Memphis,
Tennessee

Richa Nagar, Associate Professor of Women's Studies, University of Minnesota
Hideaki Nakatani, Professor of Indian Studies, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
Balmurli Natrajan, Assistant Professor of Anthropology, William Paterson University

Christian Lee Novetzke, Assistant Professor of South Asia Studies, University of
Pennsylvania

Boris Oguibenine, Professor of Sanskrit, University of Strasbourg, France
Patrick Olivelle, Professor of Sanskrit, University of Texas at Austin

Rupal Oza, Associate Professor and Director of Women's Studies, Hunter College, The
City University of New York

Sudarsan Padmanabhan, Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Kenyon College

Asko Parpola, Professor Emeritus of Indology and Professor of Sanskrit, University of
Helsinki

Parimal Patil, Assistant Professor of Indian Studies, Harvard University

Carla Petievich, Associate Professor of History, Montclair State University
M. Reza Pirbhai, Assistant Professor of History, Louisiana State University
Vijay Prashad, Associate Professor of International Studies, Trinity College

Gautam Premnath, Assistant Professor of English and Affiliated Faculty, Center for South
Asia Studies & Center for Race and Gender, University of California, Berkeley

Jyoti Puri, Associate Professor of Sociology, Simmons College

. Priti Ramamurthy, Associate Professor of Women Studies, University of Washington
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88. Junaid Rana, Assistant Professor of Asian American Studies and Anthropology,
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

89. Arvind Rajagopal, Associate Professor of Culture and Communication, New York
University

90. Kaushik Sunder Rajan, Assistant Professor of Anthropology, University of California,
Irvine

91. Nagesh Rao, Assistant Professor of English, The College of New Jersey
92. Shereen Ratnagar, Professor Emerita of History, Jawaharlal Nehru University
93. Kasturi Ray, Assistant Professor of Women Studies, San Francisco State University

94. Chandan Reddy, Assistant Professor of English and Adjunct Faculty of South Asia
Studies, University of Washington, Seattle

95. Kumkum Roy, Associate Professor of Historical Studies, School of Social Sciences,
Jawaharlal Nehru University

96. Modhumita Roy, Associate Professor of English, Tufts University

97.X

98. Susanne Hoeber Rudolph, Professor Emerita, University of Chicago

99. Deepak Sarma, Assistant Professor of Religion & Philosophy, Case Western University
100. Sudha Shenoy, School of Economic and Politics, University of Newcastle

101. Simona Sawhney, Assistant Professor of Asian Languages and Literatures,
University of Minnesota

102. Hartmut Scharfe, Professor Emeritus of Vedic and Indo-European Studies and
Professor of Sanskrit, University of California, Los Angeles

103. Malini Johar Schueller, Professor of English, University of Florida

104. Meera Sehgal, Assistant Professor of Sociology and Anthropology, Carleton
College

105. Satadru Sen, Assistant Professor of History, Queens College, The City University
of New York

106. Sudipta Sen, Professor of History, University of California, Davis

107. Kalpana Rahita Seshadri, Associate Professor of English and Director of Women's
Studies, Boston College

108. Zoe Sherinian, Assistant Professor of Ethnomusicology, School of Music,
University of Oklahoma

109. George von Simson, Professor Emeritus of Indology, University of Oslo
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110. Fred Smith, Professor of Religion, University of lowa
111. Frank Southworth, Professor Emeritus of Linguistics, University of Pennsylvania
112. Nidhi Srinivas, Assistant Professor of Nonprofit Management, Milano: The New

School for Management and Urban Policy

113. David Stampe, Associate Professor of Linguistics and South Asia Studies,
University of Hawai'i at Manoa

114. Ajantha Subramanian, Assistant Professor of Anthropology and Social Studies,
Harvard University

115. Narendra Subramanian, Associate Professor of Political Science, McGill
University

116. Abha Sur, Lecturer in Women's Studies, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

117. Cynthia Talbot, Associate Professor of History and Asian Studies, University of
Texas at Austin

118. Muneo Tokunaga, Professor of Indology, Kyoto University

119. Saadia Toor, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work,
College of Staten Island, The City University of New York

120. Jyotsna Vaid, Professor of Psychology, Texas A&M University

121. Roli Varma, Regents Lecturer and Associate Professor of Public Administration,

The University of New Mexico

122. Susan S. Wadley, Ford Maxwell Professor of South Asian Studies and Professor of
Anthropology, Syracuse University

123. David Gordon White, Professor of Religious Studies, University of California,
Santa Barbara

124. Dominik Wujastyk, Wellcome Institute & Senior Research Fellow, University
College, London

125. Stefan Zimmer, Professor of Linguistics, Freie University, Boon

126. Claus Peter Zoller, Professor of Indology (Hindi), Oslo University
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PROOF OF SERVICE

I am a resident of the State of California, over the age of eighteen years, and not a party to

the within action. My business address is

. On April 17, 2006, I caused to

be served the within document(s):

DECLARATION OF UNIVERSITY FACULTY & SCHOLARS IN SUPPORT OF BRIEF OF AMICI
CURIAE AMBEDKAR CENTER FOR JUSTICE & PEACE, CAMPAIGN TO STOP FUNDING HATE,
COALITION AGAINST COMMUNALISM, EKTA, FEDERATION OF TAMIL SANGAMS OF NORTH
AMERICA, FRIENDS OF SOUTH ASIA, AND GURU RAVIDASS GURDWARAS OF CALIFORNIA IN
SUPPORT OF DEFENDANT CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION’S OPPOSITION TO
PETITIONER’S MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION; & PROOF OF SERVICE THEREOF

[
[
[

[

BY FAX: by transmitting via facsimile the document(s) listed above to the fax
number(s) set forth below on this date before 5:00 p.m.

BY HAND: by personally delivering the document(s) listed above to the person(s)
at the address(es) set forth below.

BY MALIL: by placing the document(s) listed above in a sealed envelope with
postage thereon fully prepaid, in the United States mail at Sacramento, California
addressed as set forth below.

BY OVERNIGHT MAIL: by causing document(s) to be picked up by an
overnight delivery service company for delivery to the addressee(s) on the next
business day.

BY PERSONAL DELIVERY: by causing personal delivery by of
the document(s) listed above to the person(s) at the address(es) set forth below.

Deborah B. Caplan Todd Smith

N. Eugene Hill Legal Department

Richard C. Miadich California Department of Education
OLSON HAGEL & FISHBURN LLP 1430 N Street

555 Capitol Mall, St. 1425 Sacramento, CA 95814
Sacramento, CA 95814 Tel: (916) 319-0860

Tel: (916) 442-2952 Fax: (916) 319-0155

Fax: (916) 442-1280

Attorneys for Respondents/Defendants

Attorneys for Petitioners/Plaintiffs

I am readily familiar with the firm’s practice of collection and processing correspondence
for mailing. Under that practice it would be deposited with the U.S. Postal Service on that same
day with postage thereon fully prepaid in the ordinary course of business. I am aware that on
motion of the party served, service is presumed invalid if postal cancellation date or postage
meter date is more than one day after date of deposit for mailing in affidavit.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above
is true and correct.

Executed on April 17, 2006, at Sacramento, California.

[INSERT NAME]

PROOF OF SERVICE




